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FOUNDED five years ago by a group of men In order that the unknowing person may more fully 

under the leadership of the late Warren E. understand the nature of motorless flying, it will be 
Eaton, all of whom were unselfishly interested in the first necessary fo~ him to know something of its evolu
promotion of motorless flight, the Soaring Society of tion. Back as far as the Ancient Greeks, we have 
America has carried on and legends telling us how man 
extended the work begun - --- _. - _.~.- - - ~-- - ~ ,. has tried to imitate bird 
by the National Glider As- .. . . flight. The old story of 
sociation and others previ- -' ~. , "Daedalus and Icarus tells 
ously. By laying stress on~~... how Daedalus fashioned 
the practical advantages, as ".; wings of wax for himself 
well as the sporting angle and his son, Icarus, and how 
of gliding and soaring, the Icarus flew so high and so 
Association has greatly close to the sun that the 
widened the scope of this . heat melted the wings and 
new art, and has enlisted he plunged into the sea to 
the aid of scientific men, as his death.' This story is the 
well as enthusiastic boys. first record of man's at-

The sport of soaring is tempt to conquer the air, 
without equal. To be able and, strange to say, had 
to-fly silently without effort the same fatal ending that 
for hours at a time, to climb came to so many of our 
thousands of feet aloft, and pioneers in their conquest 
to sail from cloud to cloud of the air. 
across the country side, is Since this legend, there 
the fulfillment of the age- are many other theories on 
old desire of mankind to be how men should fly on bird-
able to fly as do the soar- like wings. Among the most 
ing birds. Those who have Warren E. Eaton interesting and constructive 
done much soaring are all Founder of the 55-A, were the drawings of man-

agreed that this flying without power or noise is the carrying machines made by Leonardo de Vinci. 
most thrilling, most interesting and most satisfying Leonardo never actually constructed a man-carrying 
sport in which one can indulge. machine, but he paved the way for others, and from 

Gliding and soaring carry tremendous appeal to the this time on we have records of many attempts by man 
youth of the country and satisfy for many the strong to fly. It wasn't, however, until the early part of 1891. 
desire to fly when the expense of power flying is after years of intensive research in Ornithology, and 
beyond their means. Many local clubs are already studying the failures of others, that successful man-
established and others are springing up, their members carrying machines were built. These appeared in the 
sharing the ownership of one or more soaring planes. form of gliders built by two German brothers, Otto 
The Soaring Society of America plays an important and Gustave Lillienthal. With these machines they 
part in assisting these groups, coordinating their activ- made successful gliding flights from the top of an arti· 
ities, and furnishing a medium for exchange of ideas ficial hill, which they built especially for their experi
between them. As they grow in membership and flying ments. The planes were controlled by the pilot shifting 
skill they enter the regional and national contests spon- the weight of his body under the craft. It was because 
sored by the SSA and compete for the records and of a lack of sufficient control that Otto was finally 
prizes. killed while flying in a high wind in 1896. 

Insert 1 

·.
 

~ 


